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“Fanfare for Life” was commissioned in loving memory of Paula Susan Lauffer Vasale, sister of Pittsburgh
Civic Orchestra Music Director, Bruce Lauffer. Throughout her life and in her death Paula was an
inspiration to her parents, siblings, husband, children, family and friends and provided them with a first-
hand view of God’s grace and love. Although she isn’t physically here by our side, she continues to watch
over us and help to guide us. This composition is dedicated to Paula and to the wonderful memories her
family and friends have with her.

This piece is a celebration of life in the midst of trials and of life’s ultimate transformation made possible
by God’s love. The piece is written in ABA form: a short introduction that ends with a trumpet fanfare,
followed by development of this material, and concluding with the fanfare. All of the musical ideas are
derived from the trumpet fanfare, including the rhythmic undulation heard throughout, which represents the
pulse of life. The music starts with a predominately minor character growing in tension until the rhythmic
“life” motive is broken with sharp punctuations that introduce the fanfare. This mournful statement in
minor triggers a gradual transformation into major as the material is developed, so that the final fanfare
triumphantly declares the victory of love.

“Fanfare for Life” was premiered by the Pittsburgh Civic Orchestra on Saturday, May 11, 2002, conducted
by Music Director, Bruce Lauffer.
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Premiered by
Pittsburgh Civic Orchestra
Bruce Lauffer, conductor
11-May-2001

Orchestra

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets (in Bb)
2 Bassoons

4 Horns (In F)
3 Trumpets (in Bb)
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

Timpani
Percussion (Bass Drum, Wood Blocks, Cymbals, Triangle, Tam-Tam)

String Choir

Duration
4 minutes
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With Energy and Intensity, J
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Clarinets in Bb
Horns I & Il in F
Horns I & IV in F
Trumpets I & 11 in Bb
Trumpet 1T in B>
Bass Trombone
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