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Cradle Hymn

In softest slumber rest;
Thy mother’s faithful arms

Shall shield Thee, Infant blest,
From all alarms!

How gentle Thy repose!

Thy brow no shadow wears;
Fairer than fairest rose

Thy face appears!

The tender, sheltering ward
Of many a seraph bright,

Thy slumber deep shall guard,
Blest Babe, to-night.

My soul doth magnity

The Lord, whose wondrous power
Hath given from on high

Such priceless dower!

So sleep, Thou sinless One,
In human form enshrined,

Thy earthly life begun,
Heaven left behind!

To rest, with blessed dreams,
Cradled in lowliness,

Till morning’s radiant beams
The earth shall bless!

— Isabella Parker (1839-1904)
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Allegretto pastorale (J- = ca. 66)
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